December 16, 2018
Order of Worship
AM
Song Leader : Melvin Monroe
Lord’s Supper : Chris Frantz
Speaker : Sean Rizor
PM
Song Leader : Greg Monroe
Speaker : Ted Bowen
Wednesday
Song Leader : Chris Frantz
Invitation : Melvin Monroe

Worship Services
Sunday Bible Study
Sunday Worship
Sunday Worship
Wednesday Bible Study

10:00
10:45
6:00
7:00

am
am
pm
pm

Classes for all ages

Preachers: Ted Bowen and Sean Rizor
What Must I Do To Be Saved?
1. Learn the truth (Hear) (John 8:32; 17:17; Rom 10:14-18)
2. Believe in Christ (John 8:24; 20:31; Heb 11:6)

Thus saith Jehovah: Behold, I set before you
the way of life and the way of death
Jer. 21:8

3. Repent of all sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30; Rom 2:4; 2 Cor 7:9,10)
4. Confess faith in Christ (Rom 10:10; Acts 17:30; Matt 16:16)
5. Be baptized into Christ for remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16 )
6. Live faithfully (Revelation 2:10)

7 THINGS TO REMEMBER DURING THE LORD'S SUPPER!
1 LORD. "There is one Lord." (Ephesians 4:5)
2 THIEVES. "There were also 2 others, criminals, led with Him to be put to death."
(Luke 23:32)

Birthdays
3 Tiny Smith
4 Jordan Chapman
4 Stephanie Rizor
5 Chloe Rizor
29 Jessa Schadwil
31 Jamie Hall

3 CROSSES. (Luke 23:39-43; Ephesians 1:7)
4 PARTS of HIS GARMENTS. "Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His
garments and made four parts, to each soldier, a part, and also the tunic." (John 19:23)

Anniversaries:
26 Paul & Connie Runion

5 WOUNDS. His head was crowned with thorns. His back was scourged.
His side was cut open. His hands were pierced. His feet were pierced. (John 19-20)
6 HOURS of AGONY. Christ was crucified at the 3rd hour and died at the 9th hour.
(Mark 15:25-37)

Woman’s Bible Study:
January 15th @ 5:30 pm
Overview of the Bible - 2 Peter

7 SAYINGS of The CROSS. (Matthew 27:46; Luke 23:34, 43-46; John19:26-30)
The Way of Life and the Way of Death
Daniel H. King Sr.
As we drive along the highways of our land, we are often confronted with alternate
routes which we may take to get to where we wish to travel. Our choice, whether to go
in one direction or the other, may take us to entirely different destinations, widely
separated both as to geographical location and type of scenery we shall view, whether
mountains, valleys, oceans, or deserts.
Life in general is very much the same as driving down the highway. When we
encounter various choices in our lives, we too often pass them off as having little
importance in terms of the direction of our existence or of the future, but very often
they are monumental and even historic in terms of our own particular circumstances
and eventual spiritual destination.

Prayer Requests:
Kaitlin Baker
Russell Pannell
Gen Stanley
Nora Wiseman
Charlotte Williams
Mary Feasel
Nick Hall
Zephan Monroe
Isaac Advey
Jean Adkins
Jordan Appelhans
Sean Rizor

The Bible, in several places, grapples with this notion of making choices which critically touch upon the overall direction and
bearing of the soul. What brings me to consider this matter is my recent rereading of the story of King Zedekiah and the people of
Jerusalem during the days of the prophet Jeremiah. Israel was under attack from Nebuchadnezzar and the armies of Babylon. When
the king sent to inquire of the prophet as to how he should proceed, in hopes that the Lord would be gracious and grant Jerusalem a
reprieve from this malevolent man and his brutal armies, Jeremiah told the people to surrender. Now this was not what the king or
his nobles wanted to hear! And you can imagine how traitorous it must have sounded for the prophet of God to make such a
suggestion. But Jeremiah explained that there were only two directions to go here, and neither of them a very happy alternative, but
one would at least save their lives.
After he had defined the two possibilities, the seer put the options in these terms: "Thus saith Jehovah: Behold, I set before you
the way of life and the way of death" (Jer. 21:8). There was no middle ground, no third or more desirable choice. That was it. The
prophet continued: "He that abideth in this city shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence; but he that goeth
out, and passeth over to the Chaldeans that besiege you, he shall live, and his life shall be unto him for a prey. For I have set my face
upon this city for evil, and not for good, saith Jehovah: it shall be given into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall burn it with
fire" (Jer. 21:9-10).
The way of surrender is no more easy for us today than it was for them when Jeremiah set it before King Zedekiah and his
princes. But it is the way of life, for us as it was for them. One cannot fight against God (Acts 5:39). How difficult it is to make this
spiritual capitulation is illustrated in the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. On the Damascus road Jesus said to him, "I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks" (Acts 9:5). Still later, he was three days without sight and did neither
eat nor drink (v. 9) till finally Ananias came in to him and commanded him to be baptized: "And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on his name" (Acts 22:16). Spiritual surrender is ever a difficult choice to make, but it is the
way of life!
Again, it is pictured in the record of a hardened jailor's transformation, as told by Luke in Acts 16. At midnight he was roused
from sleep by an earthquake which threw wide the doors of the prison and loosed the prisoner's bonds. He drew his sword to take
his own life, supposing that all the prisoners had escaped, but heard the voice of Paul from within, a voice which only a few
moments before had caroled hymns of praise to God, telling him to do himself no harm, since none of the prisoners was gone.
Calling for lights, he rushed into the chamber where only a while before he had locked their feet fast in the stocks. He then fell down
at their feet and asked what he needed to do to be saved (v. 30). He had surrendered! He had relinquished control to the Lord of his
prisoners, Paul and Silas. He decided to travel the way of life.
The same thing is illustrated in the metamorphosis of those people who came to compose the church in Ephesus. The city was
the cult center of the goddess Artemis, or Diana as the Romans called her. Her temple at Ephesus was so majestic that it was
considered by first-century tourists to be one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. Much of the town's economic and cultural
life was bound up with that heathen deity, her mythology, priesthood, altar, and sacrifice. In A.D. 52 Paul the apostle traveled to the
city and began to teach the people about Jesus Christ. After a notable miracle wrought by Paul, the response of these once pagan
citizens of Ephesus was overwhelming: "And this became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, that dwelt at Ephesus; and fear fell
upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. Many also of them that had believed came, confessing, and declaring
their deeds. And not a few of them that practiced magical arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all; and
they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed"
(Acts 19:17-20). They had chosen to surrender, and along with that spiritual submission, they had decided to travel the way of life
rather than the way of death.
"Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death," the Lord told Zedekiah and his nobles. And the way of life was
the way of surrender. It is no different today. In all these cases, and many more like them that could be marshaled from the pages of
Holy Writ, men were forced to lay down their arms and relinquish control to him who makes his prisoners his willing slaves, then
exalts them to glory. Let us also choose the way of life!
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